Amino acid sequence of putative moult-inhibiting hormone from the crab Carcinus maenas.
Putative moult-inhibiting hormone (MIH) was isolated from sinus glands of the shore crab Carcinus maenas, and its primary structure determined by automated Edman degradation of endoproteinase derived peptide fragments. MIH is a 78 residue neuropeptide (deduced molecular mass 9181 Da) with three disulphide bridges and unblocked N- and C-termini. MIH shows some homology to the crustacean hyperglycemic hormone (CHH) neuropeptide family. However, consideration of the roles of various members of this group, together with sequence information recently reported, strongly suggests that these neuropeptides may be multifunctional.